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Damsel in Distress Role Reversal in Video Games Still Reeks of Sexism

     

By Maggie Freleng

The latest video in a three-part series, “Damsel in Distress,” critically analyzing roles and
representations of female characters in video games, was just released. And it totally tears
down every old video game damsel trope.

Anita Sarkeesian, creator of Feminist Frequency, a video web series that explores the
representations of women in pop culture narratives, said it is time to break the cycle (of
video game tropes) and create new  paradigms.

Part three in the series, “Tropes vs. Women in Video Games,” examines the “dude in
distress” role reversal, explores "ironic sexism" in retro-inspired games and looks at new
games that attempt to deconstruct the traditional damsel narrative.

   
SEARCH

Friday, Sep 06, 2013

GIRLS PLAN TIMES SQUARE
TAKEOVER--TARGET IS THE MEDIA
Girls deserve a childhood free of
stereotyping and sexualization. Ines
Almeida and 'Brave Girls Want' are on a
mission to encourage and foster an
environment to nurture a girl's spirit,
confidence and intelligence.

FROM VITAMIN W

http://vitaminw.co/
http://vitaminw.co/news
http://vitaminw.co/change
http://vitaminw.co/culture-society
http://vitaminw.co/tech
http://vitaminw.co/business
http://vitaminw.co/about-us
http://vitaminw.co/contact
http://www.feministfrequency.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Vitamin-W/275359702499883?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/vitaminwomen
http://vitaminw.co/rss.xml
http://vitaminw.co/jobs
http://vitaminw.co/newsletter-subscribe
http://vitaminw.co/change/girls-want-take-over-times-square
http://vitaminw.co/change/girls-want-take-over-times-square


9/6/13 Damsel in Distress Role Reversal in Video Games Still Reeks of Sexism | VITAMIN W

vitaminw.co/culture-society/damsel-distress-role-reversal-video-games 2/4

“Damsel In Distress' Anita Sarkeesian Feminist Frequency Tropes Vs. Women In Video Games

More information about text formats

The previous episodes look at how the damsel in distress trope continues to be the most
pervasive trope in video games. Only 4 percent of video games are exclusively designed
around women in a leading role. And, as Sarkeesian explains, many that do have a leading
female protagonist and “dude in distress” are just awful.

“Super Princess Peach,” released in 2005, features Princess Peach, from the Mario
Nintendo series, as the protagonist rescuing Mario and Luigi. However, her super powers
are based on her womanly, PMS-y mood swings. She can flood villains with her tears or
destroy them with her fits of rage.

Sarkeesian explains that damsel in distress characters reinforce preexisting notions that
women as a group are weak and in constant need of male protection because of their
gender.

She said that many people who currently create games like this are still using the trope,
but excusing it with irony and satire so they are not responsible for the use of the trope.

“Historic use is no excuse for the continued use of a trope that promotes patronizing
myths about women,” Sarkeesian said.

“There are other ways to pay homage to the past and create indie games that appeal to the
retro feel without perpetuating the damsel in distress character.”

She lists game play mechanics, level design and art design as some more constructive
examples.

This video series project was funded by 6,968 backers on Kickstarter.com in May 2012.
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(ON TWITTER)
A hashtag calls out people for ignoring
transgender civil rights. But did it go too
far? Some activists say it opens up the
discussion for trans voices to finally be
heard, but others find it hostile.
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